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TNT TTTF f CLAIMS 

1. (currently amended) A point-of-sale (POS) check service system comprising: 

device means for receiving checking account mfoimation from a paper check of a 
customer, and for receiving an amount concerning a sale to said customer, said checking account 
information and said amount being collectively transaction information, said paper check not 
being used as a negotiable instrument and being returned to said customer; 

a host computer arranged to receive said transaction information from said device means 

and to forward it into said POS check service system; 

a switch computer arranged to receive said transaction information from said host 

computer and to farther route said transaction information; 

a drawee bank which receives said transaction information from said switch computer, 



a drawee computer of said drawee bank that receives said transaction information and is 
capable of performing conversion, verification and guarantee based upon said transaction 
information, said drawee computer further arranged to return a response message to said host 
computer indicating the result of one of said conversion, verification and guara^ee^ddrawee 
^ f „ter is farmer — ^ m receiv e -M ^m. account information in the form of raw 

^ ^ m «r»- <*~**™ information to obt nir, , imrft mttin f number and 

- ™nher o f hereby narsinf* occurs reliably ,t , drawee bank and not at 

said device means: and 

- -i i™*™* networ k «~* far ^mnnmir^OTKi between said ho^t computer, 

*A switch comnut ^ ™h ^ Hr^e c™ T"»» «ovidr. nnliiw real-time ^mmunications, 
between said computers. 



2. (cancelled) 



3 (original) A POS check service system as recited in claim 1 wherein said device 
mea ns includes a magnetic ink character recognition (MICR) device through which said paper 
check is swiped and a merchant point-of-sale terminal into which said amount may be entered. 
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4. (original) A POS check service system as recited in claim 1 wherein said drawee 
computer is further arranged to perform conversion only, conversion with verification or 
conversion with guarantee based upon said transaction information. 



5. (cancelled) 

6. (original) A POS check service system as recited in claim 1 further comprising: 
a service request message delivered to said switch computer which includes said 

transaction information and an indication of whether conversion only, conversion with 
verification or conversion with guarantee is desired. 

7. (original) A POS check service system as recited in claim 6 wherein said service 
request message includes a settlement code indicating how settlement will occur, thereby 
accommodating any customer bank and any type of service request. 

8 (original) A POS check service system as recited in claim 6 wherein said service 
request message includes a unique transaction identifier that ties together related transactions in a 
transaction set 



3 
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9. (currently amended) A poinl-of-transaetion check service system comprising: 

device means for receiving checking account information from a paper check of a 
customer and for receiving an amount representing a monetary transaction which is to be 
deposited into a depositing account, said checking account information, said amount and a 
depositing account being collectively transaction information, said paper check not being used as 

a negotiable instrument; 

a host computer arranged to receive said transaction information from said device means 
and to forward it into said point-of-transaction check service system; 

a switch computer arranged to receive said transaction information from said host 
computer and to farmer route said transaction information; 

a drawee bank which receives said transaction information from said switch computer, 
said drawee bank ^intaining a customer bank account identified by said checking account 
information from which said paper check of said individual is drawn upon; and 

a drawee computer of said drawee bank that receives said transaction information and is 
capable of performing conversion, verification and guarantee based upon said transaction 
information, said drawee computer further arranged to return a response message to said host 
computer indicating the result of one of said conversion, verification and guarantee^whejejn said 
drawee compu^ is further arr a yed to receiv e **iH checking account mformation unparsed and 
to parse said rW.Ving account information tn obtain a transit routing number and an accoun t 
number of the customer, whereby parsing occu rs r e liably at a drawee bank and not at said dev ice 
mpang^ and 

a t^w.nmmiinifta linns network »sed for com munications between said host computer, 
said switch computer and said drawee comp u ter that provides online, real-time communications 
between said computers. 



10. (original) A point-of-transaction check service system as recited in claim 9 further 
comprising: 

a financial institution holding said depositing account, to which said amount is deposited 
depending upon the result of said conversion, verification or guarantee. 

11. (cancelled) 



4 
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12. (original) A point-of-transaction check service system as recited in claim 9 wherein 
said drawee computer is further arranged to perform conversion only, conversion with 
verification or conversion with guarantee based upon said transaction information. 

13. (cancelled) 

14. (original) A point-of-transaction check service system as recited in claim 9 further 
comprising: 

a service request message delivered to said switch computer which includes said 
transaction information and an indication of whether conversion only, conversion with 
verification or conversion with guarantee is desired. 

15. (original) A point-of-transaction check service system as recited in claim 14 wherein 
said service request message includes a settlement code indicating how settlement will occur, 
thereby accommodating any customer bank and any type of service request. 

16. (original) A point-of-txansaction check service system as recited in claim 14 wherein 
said service request message includes a unique transaction identifier that ties together related 
transactions in a transaction set 



5 
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17. (currently amended) A method of performing a transaction at a point of sale, said 
method comprising: 

a step for performing the function of receiving checking account information from a 

paper check of a customer; 

entering an amount of said transaction into a terminal; 

assembling a service request message that includes said checking account information, 
said amount and a request to perform a type of conversion operation, herein the possible types 
of conversion operations include conversion only, conversion with verification and conversion 
with guarantee; 

sending said service request message to a switch computer arranged to receive and to 
further route said service request message, idinHn said checker ™ i™™t information is 

in r„w MIC ? ^ *™»t from said point of sale and is s ent to ,n ***** * mstitutio n 
■ m ^ m naree ^~^V *~nnnt information to obtain n tiW routin g number and an 
.^t n^her of "hereby rwsinr nccnr* reliably ,t <m miftmirin p mstxtufaon 

and not at s aid point of sale; 

receiving a response message via said switch computer indicating a response to said 
request to perform said type of conversion operation wherein the response can be responsive to 
any of the conversion operations of conversion only, conversion with verification and conversion 
with guarantee; aad 

returning said paper check to said customer, said paper check not being used as a 

negotiable instrumentiand 

r ~ft~.w -M ctens rf sen^r " VPT ■ telecommunications network that 

r^M- ™lme. r-i-^» ^nnic ations w hile, said custom ^ at said point of sale fot 
<t^iH res ponse message. 

18. (original) A method as recited in claim 17 wherein said step for performing the 

function of receiving includes: 

swiping a paper check of a customer through a device to obtain raw magnetic ink 

character recognition (MICR) information from said check. 

19. (cancelled) 
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20 (currently amended) A method of processing a paper check transaction occurring at a 
point of sale, a monetary amount originating at said point of sale and said paper check pro^ng 
checking account information, said method comprising: 

receiving a service request message ftom said point of sale, said service request message 
Eluding said checking account information, said monetary amount and a request for a type of 

check service; , _ ^ 

determining whether a portion of said checking account information matches wxth one of 

a plurality of partitipating banks; 

determmmg whether said request for a type of check service matches with a service 

provided by one of said banks; 

determining where to route said service request message; 

sending said service request message to an authorizing institution that is equipped to 
handle said request for a type of check service, ^^^1^^^^ 
- m ~w MTCR «™t Anoint "f ^ m rt * ^t to said authoring 
* to , „ - ~» — r to o^^MlQ^^^ 

«, ^ nm ri- ™«"™^ "»™™ ™»" rHiflhly at an authors 

fartrtirtion arH ™t at said ynirxt of sale; 

receiving a response message to said service request message from said authoring 

institution; aa£ ^ _ % . 

sendtog said rcspon* message » said point of sale tadicattag fh. result of s»d request 
for , ^pe of cheo* service. vrtrereb, said paper check is aot used as a negotiable tetturnew — 

is returned to said customeriand 

„, ■ n ■ i'l trr- nf — r ~" — atelecannmi^^ 

r ^H~ online. reP^~~ ^nmio^n,- ^ ^ « ™« ^ ^ * * 

cflifl response message. 



21. (cancelled) 

22 (original) A method as recited in claim 20 wherein said request for a type of check 
service includes a request for conversion only, conversion with verification or conversion wxth 
guarantee. 



7 
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23. (cancelled) 

24. (original) A method as recited in claim 20 further comprising: 

adHing a settlement code indicating how settlement will occur to said service request 
message, thereby accommodating any customer bank and any type of service request. 

25. (original) A method as recited m claim 20 further comprising: 

adding a unique transaction identifier to said service request message, thereby tying 
together related transactions in - a transaction set. 

26. (previously presented) A POS check service system as recited in claim 1 further 

comprising: 

a customer bank account from which said paper check of said customer is drawn upon, 
wherein said drawee computer can access said customer bank account in order to perform 
conversion, verification and guarantee. 

27 (previously presented) A method as recited in claim 17 wherein said switch 

computer routes said service request message to a drawee bank, said drawee bank maintaining a 
customer bank account from which said paper check of said customer is drawn upon. 

28. (previously presented) A method as recited in claim 27 further comprising: 
accessing said customer bank account, by said drawee bank, in order to perform any of 

the conversion operations of conversion only, conversion with verification and conversion wnh 
guarantee. 

29. (previously presented) A method as recited in claim 28 wherein drawee bank 
accesses said customer bank account in order to verify that said customer bank account is valid. 

30 (previously presented) A method as recited in claim 29 wherein drawee bank 
further accesses said customer bank account in order to verify that said customer bank account 
contains an amount of money that is equal to or greater man said amount of said transaction 
entered into said tenninal. 
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31 (0BnD fly amended) A point-of-sale (POS) check service system comprising: 

device means for receiving checking account information from a paper check of a 
customer, and for receiving an amount concerning a sale to said customer, said checking account 
information and said amount being collectively transaction information, said paper check not 
being used as a negotiable instrument and being returned to said customer; 

a host computer arranged to receive said transaction information from said device means 

and to forward it into said POS check service system; 

a switch computer arranged to receive said transaction information from said host 
computer and to further route said transaction information; 

a drawee bank which receives said transaction information from said switch computer; 

, drawee computer of said drawee bank that receives said transaction information and as 
capable of performing conversion v*h verification based upon said transaction information, sum 
drLe confer further arranged • - aresponse message to said host compuW mdt«*ng 

the result of said conversion with verification 1 .1. W" m ^trr pri nf N»»W^* 

,w», „ - -i f - «- «™ of rnwMTCR dam 

*i - - - - mixnber and account number ot tne 

rhop.lcin p account mfo Tmation to r^" m * rouuna uuw 

rmdnm^, whereby parsing occurs 



~KM y at said dr »"~ "id ™t * <^id device means; and 



„ 1r1rrnTT -„^^^rVn S e d fhr rommunications hrr.^ said host, computer, 

— — pi-Hi* rHHhn* communicate 

ys^u%Tf^n caiH computers. 



32, (cancelled) 



33. (previously presented) • A POS check service system as recited in claim further 

comprising: . 

a customer bank account from which said paper check of said customer is drawn upon, 

wherein said drawee computer can access said customer bank account in order to perform 
conversion with verification, 
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